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until all the rites were performed. A month later he married Lu-
shih, but the happy occasion did not lift him out of the melancholy
into which he had fallen. In the fifth month he returned to his post
at Chenghsien with Lu-shih.
Not many days afterwards, as Yi and Lu-shih were lying in bed
one night, he suddenly heard a noise outside.the bed curtains and
saw, when he looked, a handsome man of about twenty years of
age standing concealed behind the curtains and beckoning to Lu-
shih. Yi jumped out of bed and rushed at him but lost him after
pursuing him a few times around the bed. After that Yi became
very suspicious and jealous of his wife and their married life be-
came quite intolerable. Then just as his friends and relations had
convinced him of the groundlessness of his suspicions, another
incident set him off again.
One day he came home and found Lu-shih playing the lute.
Suddenly an inlaid box of rhinoceros horn was thrown in from
the outside and fell in Lu-shih's lap. It was about an inch in diame-
ter and was tied with a piece of ribbon in a "knot of one heart."
Yi picked it up, opened it, and found inside two seeds of the
love-one-another tree, a kowtow bug, an obscene instrument made
from a young he-ass's member, and a small package of aphrodisiacs.
In his passion Yi roared like a tiger and struck his wife with the
lute and commanded her to confess her guilt. There was nothing
she could do that would convince him of her innocence, and in the
end she had to bring suit for divorce, unable to stand his abuse
and beatings any longer.
After this Yi always became jealous and suspicious of the maids
and concubines that he happened to have relations with, sometimes
to the extent of killing them in his rage. Once,he purchased a
courtesan by the name of Ying Shih-yi-niang, renowned for her
beauty. He was very fond of her but was all the more jealous
and was always threatening her widi the idea of keeping her faith-
ful He would tell her that he once secured such and such 3 a con-
cubine from such and such a place, that she was caught in such
8 Such perfunctory treatment of details is typical. Compare "The Dragon's
Daughter," p. 36.